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Al Bahr Shrine
Chartered May 13, 1913

5440 Kearny Mesa Road 
San Diego, California 92111-1393 

Phone (858) 292-0092 •Fax (858) 292-5618 
www.albahrshrine.org • office@albahrshrine.org

DESERT OF CALIFORNIA • OASIS OF SAN DIEGO

SHRINE OFFICE HOURS
Monday - Friday 9:00 AM to 4:00 PM

Closed for Memorial Day, May 31st

Potentate’s Message
Rudy F. Nobleza

I regret that we’re not able to meet in person, as of yet, but I see light 
at the end of the tunnel. I hope that all of you and your families are safe 
and healthy. The world changed since our last gathering to celebrate 
Lady Paulina’s birthday on March 7, 2020. Al Bahr Shrine, like other 

organizations, agencies and companies, has been on full telework since mid-March of 2020. 
We’ve watched COVID-19 spread around the world and at home. Al Bahr Shrine mounted an 
unprecedented response that I’m proud to have supported, along with many of you.

I’m proud of how the Al Bahr has responded to the difficult circumstances we’re facing. We 
have exemplified our values of grit, ingenuity, caring, unity, and service these past several 
months as we’ve addressed one hurdle after another in carrying out our mission to our 
children patients. What we continue to do, in service to our children, is a testament to this 
team’s resilience, creativity and hard work under the most challenging of circumstances.

Al Bahr has been busy the last couple of months: Board meetings, virtual ceremonial, and 
the continued effort of the Transportation Unit to send our children to the hospital, which is 
one of the most important tasks that we do, while making sure that every patient and their 
family are safe.

Recently, the Grand Lodge of California issued a call for proposals to open lodges and other 
masonic bodies, with some restrictions. Al Bahr is in the process of devising plans so we 
can meet in person. We will communicate with the nobility as soon as the plan is in place, 
and start from there. We will keep the nobility informed on a timely basis, and call the unit 
and club officers to actively and safely plan for the remaining part of the year.

In closing, what you see today serves as clear evidence that Al Bahr will continue to 
find solutions to all these challenges. The COVID-19 pandemic is no exception. We have 
responded quickly, decisively, and we are starting to gain momentum, again.

Our efforts could not happen without the steady leadership and 
support of the Board, and “YOU”. 

I thank you all for all you do.

Divan
Potentate  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Rudy F. Nobleza

Lady Paulina

Chief Rabban  . . . . . . . . . . . Peter Krickhuhn
Lady Connie

Assistant Rabban  . . . . . . . . . . Mike George
Lady Donna

High Priest & Prophet  . . . . Anthony McLean

Oriental Guide . . . . . . . . . . . . . John Gowen
Lady Rose

Treasurer  . . . . . . . . . . . . . Melvyn Stein, PP
Lady Betty

Recorder . . . . . . . . . . . . . . John P. Harris, Jr
Lady Rhonda

1st Ceremonial Master . . . . . . . Alex Manzano
Lady Nelia 

 2nd Ceremonial Master. . . . . . . .Alfonso Martinez
Lady Maria

Director . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Robert Dockery

Marshal . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Rudy Navarro
Lady Filipina

Captain of the Guard . . . . . . . . . . . . Luis Flores
Lady Rosa Maria

Outer Guard . . . . . . . Francisco “Troy” Ragsac
Lady Gloria

Outer Guard . . . . . . . . . . . . Eusebio Honolero
Lady Maria Luz

Outer Guard . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Tex Perry
Lady Donna 

Outer Guard . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Gabe Borboa
Lady Patty

Chaplain . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Dave Winsett
Lady Yolly 

SHRINERS BELIEVE IN LEADERSHIP
SHRINERS COUNT AMONG OUR RANKS, 
PRESIDENTS, SENATORS, LOCAL BUSINESS LEADERS, 
PROFESSIONAL GOLFERS, COUNTRY MUSIC STARS, 
ASTRONAUTS AND RACE CAR DRIVERS.
WE BELIEVE IT IS ALSO IMPORTANT TO BE A LEADER IN YOUR 
PERSONAL LIFE. OUR UNIQUE BROTHERHOOD HELPS GOOD MEN 
BECOME BETTER - AT HOME, AT WORK AND IN BUSINESS.
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For all the latest and most up to date 
information, 

refer to the website www.albahrshrine.org 
This site includes the online Shrine calendar.

Peace Officers Shrine Club & Greeter Unit-                                                     
Mike Randall
Any Al Bahr member who is interested in either the Greeter Unit 
or the Peace Officer’s Shrine Club is welcomed to attend the 
meeting of the unit or club of your choice. If each of us just 
brings in one new member, we could be on our way to being 
the Unit or Club we once were.

We need new members so if any of you wish to see what we 
do, please contact me.

Chaplain’s Message - Dave Winesett
Persistence...

During our journey as Masons, we are frequently reminded that 
we can achieve greater things in our lives through patience and 
persistence (or perseverance). But sometimes it is difficult to 
apply those attributes consistently in our endeavors. It often 
seems much easier to just give up on difficult tasks, especially 
when we are not succeeding. The pandemic has tested our ability 
to maintain persistence in the things we value most.

Benjamin Franklin is quoted as saying “Energy and persistence 
conquer all things.” This can be applied to our relationship with 
God, as well. We find in the Holy Writings the promise of reward 
for being persistent. “To those who by persistence in doing 
good seek glory, honor and immortality, he will give eternal life.” 
Romans 2:7.

Persistence is the ability to maintain action regardless of 
your feelings. You press on even when you feel like quitting.  
Sometimes you’ll feel motivated; sometimes you won’t. But it’s 
not your motivation that will produce results - it’s your action. 
Persistence allows you to keep taking action even when you don’t 
feel motivated to do so, and therefore, you keep accumulating 
results. Persistence will ultimately provide its own motivation.

As Shriners, our motivation comes from the children served 
by Shriners Hospitals for Children. Knowing how their lives are 
changed provides the strength for our persistence in the various 
types of support that we can give, over and over.

Have Fun in the Shrine!
Join a Unit or a Club

I l lustrious Sir Rudy Nobleza 
presenting a Fez to the incoming 
Commander of the International 
Association Legion of Honor, our 
very own Steve Walker!

Oriental Guide - John Gowen
I am writing this after going to Las Vegas with my wife, Rose. 
We had decided to take a short vacation and combine a birthday 
trip with the Western Shrine Association’s Annual Meeting. 
Unfortunately, I missed the WSA’s first day because we were both 
working Thursday; however, we met a couple of other couples 
from Al Bahr there and really enjoyed ourselves at the Golden 
Nugget, and in Las Vegas in general. 
The WSA also gave us a chance to meet several of the Imperial 
Line, and two of the candidates for the Imperial Outer Guard, Ron 
DeVoll and Timothy Forbes. 
I even scored an Imperial Potentates’ pin from Imperial Sir Smith 
himself! Apparently, he is a cousin(?) of our First Lady Paulina - 
I’m still trying to figure that out. 
I remember hearing about the craziness at Shrine “conventions.”  
This was very tame; no marching bands or motorcycles were 
seen in the hotel. There was a timed obstacle course that was 
being used to test the Noble’s driving skills on some of the 
Shrine’s miniaturized parade vehicles. (They did not look like our 
Tin Lizzies.)
I think all the craziness was happening in Fremont Street, which 
was next to the hotel. They’ve roofed over at least four city 
blocks with an incredible projection system lighting up the “sky.” 
Everybody seemed to be congregating there and we enjoyed 
watching the performers and people streaming by. It was really 
nice getting out of town, shopping, playing, having fun, and 
meeting some new and old friends.
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Rancho Bernardo - Phil Johnson
Good news is on the horizon and I can see it from here. We will 
soon be able to meet again and share one another’s company. 
It has been too long a time since we’ve met, and I know we 
are anxious to share a meal and a beverage.

Look for your special invitation soon.

Sons of the Desert- Bill Romer
Greetings from the hot sands of the desert, I hope you are well 
and staying safe, so when the time comes we can meet and 
have fellowship. April showers bring Mayflowers, but what do 
Mayflowers bring? I’ll tell you (Pilgrims) Hope you had a little 
laugh. Until we meet again~

Antique & Classic Car Club- Thomas Mendoza
I hope that all our brothers and sisters are doing well and 
maintaining harmony during these trying times. The sun is 
beginning to shine, and I think that we will be seeing you 
again soon!

Wow, we have added two new members to our Antique & 
Classic Car Club roster this month!

Please welcome PM Rober t “Wayne” Rea and his 1964 
Lincoln Continental convertible to our Antique & Classic Car 
Club. PM Wayne lives in Ramona, where many of our other 
car club members live as well. PM Wayne is a great addition 
to our club, and I look forward to helping with his Lincoln 
Continental. The1964 was an extremely popular year for the 
Lincoln Continental.

Also, please welcome Noble Jose Lopez and his 1967 Impala. 
Brother Jose is a brilliant sculptor whose art can be seen 
displayed in the Sculpture’s Guild at Balboa Park. He is a great 
addition to our club, and I look forward to helping with his 
1967 Impala with a 327 engine. 1967 was another popular 
year for Impala.

Please provide your email address to the Shrine office so that 
you will receive the latest and most current information of  
Al Bahr Shrine via the email blasts. You may also request that your  
Al Bahr-O-Meter be sent electronically.

Past Masters  - Abe Ravitch
Ladies and Nobles - There are two Important days in this month. 
They are Mother’s Day and Memorial Day. Both important in 
their own right. 1st of all, Mother’s day: Without them, none 
of us would be here. So I thank all mothers for their lifelong 
dedication to their children. This is the day that we honor them 
for their sacrifices and their strength to educate and set an 
example for us to follow to be good people and good citizens. 
Secondly, Memorial day: The day set aside to honor our 
veterans who have fought and died defending our great nation. 
They have given the ultimate sacrifice to a grateful and patriotic 
nation. As a combat veteran of a foreign war, myself, I would 
like to personally thank all who have served and all who are 
currently serving in our military. 
God bless you and may God bless America!

Honored Ladies - Alice Mansfield
Here’s hoping all Honored Ladies and our Shrine family are 
doing well. We are looking forward to being able to gather 
together again soon. It’s been a long time and I’m sure everyone 
feels as I do: ENOUGH IS ENOUGH!! At least we are seeing a 
light at the end of this troublesome tunnel. I am looking forward 
to the first Honored Ladies Meeting (whenever that may be!) 
and hope that you will be able to attend and reunite with all 
our treasured friends, and perhaps play a game of Mexican 
Train Dominoes. It will be fun to share a year’s worth of stories 
with each other.  
Happy Mother’s Day to everybody and a special Happy 100th 
Birthday to our Honored Lady, Jeanne Cohen (May 3)!! This is 
a very special milestone. Congratulations, Jeanne!
Remember, Ladies…The More We Get Together, the Happier 
We’ll Be! (Hope it will be SOON!!)
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Recorder - John P. Harris Jr.
As you heard from the Potentate, the Grand 
Master of California has presented a way for 
us to open for some functions. We truly do see 

the light at the end of the tunnel! The first step 
was the Shrine Center needed a re-opening plan 
that included some of the necessary steps we 
need to be in compliance with all of the regulations 
to keep everyone safe. We are processing this plan 
and hope to have it finished and submitted by the 
time you read this. There are a couple of things 
that will be mandatory, and you can take care 
of those items now. To enter any function, you 

will need to present a completed vaccination card OR a negative 
covid test taken in within 72 hours of the event. These items are  
non-negotiable and presented by the Grand Master as such. The 
continued use of masks, social distancing, and hand-washing are 
also things that will continue. Reservations and seating charts for 
every event are also required. So, while we will be able to have 
some meetings and events, they certainly will not be the same 
as they were before the pandemic started...for now. 
So, what can you do to get us jump-started? Get vaccinated! I 
know there are those that do not believe in this and they will have 
to get covid tests in place of the vaccination. I can hear everyone 
grumbling over all of the requirements, but it is at least a start 
on the road towards getting our fraternity back up and running 
again in person.
Thursday Hamburgers? Yes, we can do them again *but* we have 
to follow the same restrictions. I will be working with the Potentate 
and Director’s Staff on this as soon as we get the building plan in 
place. We are likely to hold these from the building kitchen so we 
can meet all of the requirements set forth by the Grand Master 
and State, County, and City health departments. Again, it’s a 
change, but we are moving in the right direction now, not waiting 
at idle. We also want to start our honored ladies game days and 
meetings again. I really miss seeing them and the laughter and 
fun they have! 
We still have Nobles that have not paid 2021 dues. Please check 
your dues card and get your dues paid. We are going to open 
again soon and you will need a valid dues card for entry, along 
with all the other wonderful requirements. If you are having issues 
and need some assistance, please contact me in the office or by 
email, and we will work something out: recorder@albahrshrine.
org or 858-292-0092. Al Bahr now can take your dues payments 
on line at https://shrinetempledues.org. If you choose to pay this 
way with a credit card, please consider donating $5.00 to the Al 
Bahr to cover the cost of credit card processing. You can also 
make donations to the transportation fund and SHC right there 
at the same time. You can also mail a check in to the office at:
Al Bahr Shriners • 5440 Kearny Mesa Rd, San Diego, CA 92111
We created 11 new Nobles at the first Spanish virtual ceremonial 
and the Nobles from Mexico did a splendid job putting on this 
ceremonial. Thank You, Nobles!
Thank you all for being Shriners and a members of Al Bahr.

Welcome to our New Nobles!
Rafael Alberto Ham Trevino

Deldhy Nicolas Moya
Jose Antonio Ramos Bueno

Daniel Duarte
Medardo Adrian Barreda Borquez

Carlos Gonzalez Sanchez
Oscar Mario Zepeda Peralta
Neftali Valenzuela Orduño

Fredric Tadd Chapman
Santos Ariel Agramon

Jose Ramon Amador Rivera

Legion of Honor- John Gowen
As we start to plan for the reopening of California and Masonry, 
I’m unsure of how our Memorial Day Ceremony will occur. This 
may be a Zoom event or it may be live. Either way, please save 
the date and plan to join us in honoring those who have served us.

STAND OUT IN THE CROWD STAND OUT IN THE CROWD 
AND MAKE A DIFFERENCE IN A AND MAKE A DIFFERENCE IN A 

CHILD'SCHILD'S LIFE LIFE

Al Bahr Shriners
established in 1912

Please RememberPlease Remember
2021 Now Due!2021 Now Due!
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Arney, Fred
Austin, Ed

Bauersfeld, Richard
Benson, James
Burris, Alfred
Crawford, Jim

Domingo, Bernardo
Dudley, Kenneth

Flores, Luis
Garsson, Steve
Gillard, Gene
Hahn, Lou PP

Hampton, Robert

Heath, Don
Heisner, John
Hodge, Carmi
Hoffman, Leon

Hoffmark, William
Kellner, Albert

Johnston, Doug
Maizlish, Greg

Markson, Richard E.
Mellos, Bill

Orvosh, William
Pirie, Dave PP
Powell, Bob PP

Rafferty, Alexander
Ramos, Roy B.

Rash, Ron
Rosemier, Dennis

Schoen, Frank
Shultz, Stephen
Stanley, Morton

Taylor, Bill
Thorpe, Lewis
Vance, Keith
Weldon, Bob

Sunshine Committee Report 
In consideration of recently enacted Federal 

regulations, we are unable to provide full information on our ill and indisposed 
members. Please keep these nobles in your prayers 

Should you wish to contact one of these members, please call the office for 
further information.

Please let us know of any other ill or indisposed members

In Memoriam
   CREATED A  ENTERED
NAME BORN SHRINER INTO REST
Ronald J. Detzer 3/19/1949 11/30/1999 1/6/2021
Eugene D. Maurer *** 6/30/1923 8/4/1990 11/29/2020
Edward L. Hills 7/8/1934 5/25/2000 3/12/2021
Leon C. Hoffman 3/15/1932 11/24/1973 3/14/2021
Joseph B. Lipa 1/1/1949 11/21/2000 3/18/2021
George F. McFaddin *** 1/13/1934 12/9/1972 12/16/2020
John B. Star 12/30/1933 12/3/1977 3/2/2021
Desmond R. Bynum *** 7/3/1929 12/11/1971 3/28/2021

A Memorial Contribution to the Shrine Hospital Transportation
Fund has been made in memory of our members listed above. 

After the Chariot Fire destroyed our beloved Al Bahr Shrine Camp 
at Mt. Laguna, we all probably started to recall what had been 
lost: Our mountain retreat with our many friends; The annual 
“Shrine Camp” with all the activities; New Years Eve with Prime 
Rib and “Two Way Highway” playing “Kansas City”; Memorial 
Day sponsored by the Legion of Honor; 4th of July celebration 
with our Nobility and Children’s parade;Thanksgiving with all the 
trimmings, and much more. Don’t forget the water fight with the 
Fire Department during Shrine Camp – who enjoyed it more?: 
the Firemen, the Kids or the Adults?
Until recently, it was not feasible to consider, “What do we do 
now?” Our lawsuits and insurance claims had to be settled 
first. Also, our settlement with the Forestry Service needed to 
be negotiated. Those are now thankfully behind us and we are 
finally free to move on.
We can never replace what we had in a facility over 100 years old. 
But, can we create a facility where our Children, Grand Children, 
etc., can build memories and friendships for the next 100 years?
Several of us Nobles have been discussing the possibility for quite 
some time, with some church and organizational sites (Scouts, 
YMCA) becoming available from time to time.

THE BIG QUESTION?
Are you interested in our continuing search for a suitable site

for an Al Bahr Shrine Retreat?
NOTE: We are not asking about building or purchase of living 
quarters, just your interest in having a retreat for: i.e. recreation, 
rustic ceremonials, HillBilly activities, fellowship and a weekend 
getaway for you and the family!
Soon we will be taking a survey of your interest. We will use 
e-mail, postcard mailing, phone tree, and when we can, a question 
and answer meeting. And any other means to get your thoughts.
You may contact any of us regarding this project. Thank you for 
your interest.

In the faith!,
Ill. Don Wierman P.P.
Ill. George Geanoulis P.P.
Ill. Ed Collins P.P.
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KEITH A. VANCE
Certified Public Accountant

(619) 427-7774 215 Church Avenue
(619) 427-7878 Fax Chula Vista, CA 91910

Law Offices of
J. Demetrios Mellos III APC
Estate Planning-Wills/Trusts/Probate

Business/Corporate - Real Estate
1901 First Avenue, Suite 300
San Diego, CA 92101-0311
Tel: (619) 696-3600, Ext. 1

Fax: (619) 696-7900
E-mail: jim@melloslaw.com

www.melloslaw.com

J. Demetrios Mellos, III
Attorney-at-Law 

& Real Estate Broker

Al Bahr Shrine thanks all of our 
advertisers for supporting us! 

Please support them!

Al Bahr O Meter needs your support
Every month the Temple sends out nearly 1,800 issues. The publication and mail costs for 2019 was more 
than $28,000. We are asking that you consider donating at least $35 per year for our Dime A Day DAD 
program to help fund the Al Bahr O Meter. Your name will appear in our monthly Al Bahr O Meter and you 
will be assisting the Temple in continuing our publications.

Betty J. Love 5/21
Barbara Drummond 6/21
Dora Nadeen Jones 6/21
Charles Willibey 6/21
Ed Pangilinan 6/21
Mary Schmid 7/21
Charlie Webb 7/21
Joan Webb 7/21
Ray Webb 7/21
Jean Anne Webb 7/21
William Broyles 7/21
Shirley Van Ess 8/21
Betty Wong 9/21
Ruby Nyberg 9/21
Bill Romer 9/21
Dan Potsdam 9/21
Rocky DeLaurentis 10/21

Luella Oberg 10/21
Charles Caldwell 10/21
Maebelle Haslim 11/21
Richard Wolz 11/21
Linda Wolz 11/21
Ken McMillen 11/21
Bennie Bergado 11/23
James Blakely 12/21
Alex Manzano 12/21
Rey S. Cruz 12/21
Jim Crawford 12/21
James Blakeley 1/22
Jeanne Cohen 1/22
Winnie Randolph 1/22
Richard Mansfield 1/22
Eddie Camerino 2/22
Joseph Allen 2/22

William Stanfield 2/24
Norman Rentle, PP 2/22
Heath Rentle 2/22
Madeline Giardina 2/22
Vera Plain 3/22
Bob Voss 3/22
Jan Voss 3/22
Bill Romer 3/22
Amado Supnet 4/22
Evangeline Supnet 4/22
Stuart Morpeth 4/22
Melvyn B. Stein, PP 4/22
Alice Mansfield 5/22
Dennis Rosemier 5/22
John P. Harris, Jr. 5/22
Steve & Karen Shultz 5/22

Shrine Hospital Transportation Fund Donations 
Visitacion Q. Bergardo • Mary Schmid • Joshua McDononogh • Daniel L. Moody

Shriners Hospital for Children Donations
William E. Magnum  •  Robert Strangman

Pillars of The Temple Donations
Wilcox Estate

El Dorado Properties, Inc.
Full Service Real Estate Brokerage since 1987

Commercial & Residential Management
Consulting and Accounting Services

Daniel R. Smith, Broker
David S. Smith, Broker
Danielle Smith, Agent

State of California License # 0191169
619.283.5557 • eldpinc@eldpinc.com • Eldpinc.com

Help Our Membership Grow

Professional Caregivers with a Personal Touch
Call TODAY for a free assessment

619-880-5522
www.aaron-homecare.com

Long Term Care Insurance Accepted

Shriners Hospital for Children
Donations from our Members and Friends

Join Us As We Wish 
Honored Lady 
Jeanne Cohen 

a Happy 100th Birthday!
on May 3rd



DEADLINE FOR THE JUNE ISSUE IS MAY 11TH

Unless otherwise stated, all proceeds from events and 
activities are for the benefit of Al Bahr Shrine, its Units and 
Clubs and are not deductible as a charitable donation.


